
 
 

Roger Gray - Interview July 7, 2009 
Background info: 
 
Question: Name?  
Answer: Roger Gray 
Question: Do you have a nickname? 
Answer: No 
Question: Favorite food? 
Answer: Steak  
Question: Age ? 
Answer: 53 
Question: Where were you born? 
Answer: Texarkana 
Question: What cities have you lived in?  
Answer: Texarkana, Atlanta, TX, New Boston, TX, Dallas, TX, Magnolia, AR,                                                                 

   And Carbondale, TX 
Question: Are you married? 
Answer: Yes, 33….34 years 
Question: What is your spouse’s name? 
Answer: Joann 
Question: Do you have any children? 
Answer: Yes, 1 boy Jason 33 years old, and 1 girl Ashley 23 years old 
Question: Do you have any hobbies other than dog training? 
Answer: Making wine, and cooking 
 
 

Dog training info:  
 
Question: What got you started in dog training? 



Answer: I have always had bird dogs, or some kind of dog. My cousin John Rogers 
had a dog that he had trained that worked well. One day I told him I’d like to have a 
dog. I started to get more, and more interested in it as I watched different trainers 
work. So, I asked the trainer what it was going to take to get into this. The trainer said 
“you are going to have to buy a dog # 1, and you need to buy a good dog”. I asked what 
a good dog would run, and he said “about seven hundred dollars” to which I said “Oh, 
no, no I am not about to spend seven hundred on a dog”, well……. I have spent a lot 
more than that for a dog. I got my first dog, and trained him myself to HRCH his name 
was Rowdy. Then I went and got another dog named her Misty, and trained her to the 
HRCH level. Since then I have had several dogs, and all have been champions except 
for one. 
 
 
 
 
Question: How did you first get involved in Four States HRC? 
Answer: Well actually John Rogers and David Sellers were the first people I trained 
with, and ran around with. We started going to hunt tests, and a lot of times we’d load 
all the dogs on a lo-boy trailer, and go anywhere from Oklahoma to Louisiana just 
making the weekend of it. At that time we all three had dogs at about the same level. 
Question: How did you learn the techniques you use in training? 
Answer: Books, videos, and other trainers. The more information you have the better 
you get. I would get first hand information for club members. Started going to 
professional trainers, and picked their brain just trying to get my information. I 
learned a lot from hunt tests by watching, and asking questions like how do you make 
your dog run such a straight line, or how do you make him sit still like that? One thing 
I picked up from J. Paul Jackson was how to walk to the line. Most handlers when they 
walk to the line it’s heel, heel, heel, heel. J. Paul says “heel” one time, and that’s it. He 
says it loud, abrupt, and if you know J. Paul you know why. You start by saying heel 
while never saying another word. Basically recycle other people’s ideas, and make 
them your own.  
Question: How long have you been training dogs? 
Answer: About 14 years now 
Question: When did you join Four States HRC? 
Answer: 14 years ago 
Question: What area of training do you enjoy the most? 
Answer: Seasoned to the finished level… this is where you start seeing what you have 
accomplished more. At the started level a lot of times you are thinking this is never 
going to get done, but you just have to keep pushing keep plugging until you get done. 
Then when you get to the seasoned level things start to look better, and you start to get 
excited. About this time you see things begin to work that you never thought were 
going to.” 
Question: When did you start training as a pro?  
Answer: About 11 years ago 
Question: What got you into training as a pro? 



Answer:  One time I went and watched a trainer in Louisiana, and said man this 
would be a fun job to have! I thought that would be the coolest thing, because I was 
going to retire at 55, and training dogs would be my part-time money maker. So, I told 
another pro trainer that I wanted to be a pro as well, and he said “Why? You won’t 
have a personal life, you can’t go anywhere, and there will always be somebody calling 
you wanting advice…this is not a fun thing.” He was right you really can’t go 
anywhere, and you have to plan two months ahead if you are going to take a vacation. 
Question: How many dogs do you have on average in your kennel? 
Answer:  8 
Question: What does an average training week consist of? 
Answer: I try to train at least five days a week. Right now being in the summer I start 
anywhere from 5:30 to 6:30 am, and train until around 9:00 or 10:00 am in the 
morning. Now in the winter time I can really stretch it out a lot more, but the problem 
is you’re trying to squeeze in hunting as well. 
 
 
Question: What is the most important thing to remember about training a dog?  
Answer: Be patient, and don’t try to go too fast. Rowdy, my first dog, was smart, 
steady, and clam. The first month I did obedience, and then started marks which he 
was already very steady to. One day someone told me I was missing something’s in 
training him. I just didn’t understand what I could it could be I was doing wrong. 
Later I realized I was getting ahead of myself. In training there are steps to take, and 
each step should take longer than the one before. You just have to stay patient. 
Question: What is the most expensive part of training a dog? 
Answer: Equipment… If you are going to train a dog yourself you have to have a 
certain amount of equipment.  Dog food… You need some good dog food if you have 
athletes, because they are going to be burning up a lot of calories training. Hunt 
tests… going, and running hunt tests are not cheap, and you got to like it. Most people 
that ever start the hunt test do like them though. 
Question: What do you remember about your first started pass?  
Answer: Huh, well let’s see…. The judges were real lenient (loud laughter). Funny 
story here…  The first day I ran Rowdy in started he smoked both tests, and I was 
feeling pretty cocky ya know. Next day we go back, he couldn’t mark a jumbo 747 on a 
football field. He went out on the first mark, and ran all around all of creation looking, 
so they throw out another bird for him. Well, I don’t know the rules or anything, so I 
am walking around all afternoon waiting for the judges. Finally one came up, and says 
“are you waiting for me”. I said well I am here to get my ribbon. She said “you’re 
probably not going to get a ribbon”, and I asked why not. The judge said “because we 
had to throw another bird for your dog, and the rules say you can’t get a ribbon if you 
do that. I had never read the rules, and did not know them. I was just out there running 
my dog having a good time. 
Question: Where did you receive you first HRCH title ? 
Answer: Four States HRC  
Question: How many of your own dogs have you titled HRCH?  
Answer: Four of my own. 
Question: What is your favorite part about judging?  



Answer: Contributing… Just giving back to the organization. A pro trainer once  told 
me that if it was not for judges he’d be out of work. Without judges you don’t have 
hunt tests. 
Question: How many Grand tests have you judged?  
Answer: Judged 2 grands, and ran 1 
Question: What are some goals you’d like to see reached while president? 
Answer: One thing is to see the Chris Hailey Memorial hunt test here again next fall, 
and try to get it recognized nationally to other clubs. In the future have other clubs 
have the event, because I believe it is a good thing. 
Question: What do you enjoy most about the HRC?  
Answer: The people… I couldn’t tell you how many people I have met in this 
organization. When I first got into it I felt so alone, and I kind stuck to myself. After 
about the third or forth hunt tests people started to recognize me, and I remembered 
them too. When I go up north, south, or to the coast I will recognize people. Chris  
 
Huber is a member of our club, and lives in Ohio. It’s an organization that helps you 
make friends. At the last national meeting I thanked the HRC for giving me something 
to do. 
Question: Favorite shotgun  
Answer: Beretta 
 


